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Introduction. Yellow sweetclover (Melilotus officinalis) is a native of 
Europe and Asia, now widely established in North America. The plant grows 
in semihumid or humid areas on abandoned farms, eroded hillsides, and along 
fence rows, railroads, and highways. Recently range and game managers have 
recognized its value in restoring western livestock and big game ranges. 


BOTANICAL DATA 


Description. Yellow sweetclover is a large herbaceous biennial closely re- 
sembling white sweetclover (Melilotus alba), although not as tall and with 
amore spreading growth habit. Its common name comes from cloverlike leaves 

ay and fragrant yellow flowers; its blossoms yield a sweet nectar that is 
especially attractive to honey-bees. The specific name, officinalis, arises 
from pharmical use of the dried leaves and flowering tops. The plant contains 
coumarin (a vanilla substitute) and melilotic acid. 


Characteristics. The species makes rapid growth, matures from one to two 
weeks earlier, and produces more seed that white sweetclover. Its resistance 
to heavy use, aggressiveness, greater tolerance to heat and drought, and 
adaptability to poorer soils, are desirable characteristics. The species is 
less exacting than white sweetclover in soil and climatic requirements. 


Because yellow sweetclover seed is hardcoated, it has been known to remain 
dormant in the ground for many years until temperature and moisture conditions 
were right for germination. 


Yellow sweetclover, like other species of sweetclover, is an excellent plant 
for improving soils because (1) it contains nitrogen-fixing bacteria in the 
root-nodules, and (2) the roots decay rapidly after death of the plant. 


MANAGEMENT INFORMATION 
Grazing Preference. Big game animals, many species of birds, and all classes 


of livestock use yellow sweetclover, especially during the spring and early 
summer before the plant matures and the stems become woody. 
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Planting. This species has been known to grow and maintain itself best in 
more favorable areas of juniper-pinyon and mountain brush zones. It is recom- 
mended for inclusion in seed mixtures at a rate of 1/2 to 1 pound per acre. 


Seed Harvest. Seed matures unevenly and shatters readily so that not all can 
be saved. Harvesting should be commenced when about half the pods are black. 
The use of a windrower has provided the highest yields of good quality seed. 
Although the combine is widely used in many areas, it is not the best method. 
Cutting should be accomplished when the plants are tough and damp to avoid 
heavy shattering. Seed should be dried before storing. 


Seed Availability and Cost. Yellow sweetclover seed is readily available 
from commercial seed suppliers at an average cost of $.16 per pound. 
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